
Transition to Postsecondary 
Settings

An Overview

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
start a poll, how many of you have invited IHEs. have collaborative relationships w/ IHEs. Try to be interactive. Can use breakout rooms. 
Day said she would put into 504 compliant slides
Day





In the chat, rate your comfort level and/or 
understanding of accessing resources in  a  
transition  from  P-12 to  Postsecondary for 
SWD. 

Use  a  sca le  of 1 (know nothing) to 5
(expert).

Check-in Question

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Will complete after we hear back from Anne 
Rate your comfort level/understanding of process to transition from high to postsecondary 1 know nothing, 5 expert. 
Could ask for more specifics. - what info do you need? 
Day 



● Introductions
● Overview
● Entitlem ent vs Qualifica tions
● Tales of two GSUs
● Applica tion
● Resources
● Q&A

Session Agenda

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Day



DaShaunda Patterson, Ph.D.
Associate Dean, Georgia State 

University

Karin Fisher, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, 

Georgia Southern University
Parent of an autistic 18yo - started college on 8/10!

Introductions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Day first then Karin
Include an explanation of why we are here (As an overview)



Entitlement vs. Qualifications

High School

Accommodations ensured success

● Ind ividua ls with  Disabilities 
Educa tion  Act (IDEA)

● Section  504 of the  
Rehabilita tion  Act of 1973

Postsecondary and 
College
Accom m odations will ensure  equa l 
access

● Am ericans with  Disab ilities Act 
(ADA), Title  II

● Am ericans with  Disab ilities Act 
Am endm ents Act of 2008 (ADAAA)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Retype? Day 

Time frames (60 days, 10 days, etc.) not mandatory in HE

Day



● Inclusive Post Secondary Education (IPSE)
○ 9 program s in  Georgia  
○ Additiona l cost 
○ Assisted  th rough  ind ividua l p rogram s 

● Certifica te  seeking
○ Must m ee t m in im um  en try requ irem ents (i.e ., Age , Accuplace r, GED scores, 

SAT scores, e tc.)

● Degree  seeking 
○ SWD who earned  regu la r d ip lom a or GED.

Postsecondary Education Tracks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Karin
Inclusive college programs across the state offer students with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) a variety of experiences and opportunities for growth as they prepare for the next chapter of their lives. Transition planning should include college and begin as early as possible during their middle and high school years. With inclusive programs, referred to as Inclusive Postsecondary Education (IPSE), students with I/DD can now realize their dream of continuing their studies in a university or collegesetting with their peers.

Kennesaw, East Ga. State, Ga. Tech, Columbus State, Univ. of Ga., Albany Tech, Ga. Southern, Ga. State, and Ga. College
Additional cost for SWD - $5k over tuition at GS
Assisted through individual programs 
Certificate Seeking SWD
Must meet minimum entry requirements (i.e., Age, Accuplacer, GED scores, SAT scores, etc.)
Degree seeking SWD 
SWD who earned regular diploma or GED.



Tale of Two GSUs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Karin then Day 
https://students.georgiasouthern.edu/sarc/

process at Ga Southern
Student accessibility resources center
Self-identify
Meet with a disability service provider
Provide documentation of your condition/diagnosis
 meet with the student (in person, virtually, or via phone) to discuss accommodation needs 
 review the submitted documentation. If a system review is necessary, we will forward the documentation to the Regents Center for Learning Disorders (RCLD).
Once the review process is completed, the student will be notified
~ 1300 SWDs as of March 22:  ~25k students overall = ~5% of student population: NCES 15-16: ~20% of undergraduate & ~ 12% of postbach. 
/Ga State could be differences - provide quick illustration/timelines/basics of our institutions 2 - 
How many students at our univ., SWDs receive services  orally - 





University System of Georgia (USG) Board of Regents 
(BOR) Guide lines
● Licensed  eva lua tor 

○ Attests to  the  p re sence  of a  d isab ling cond ition  de fined  by ADA
● Evalua tions

○ Shows studen t has substan tia l lim ita tions im pacting academ ic pe rform ance
○ Sta te s how the  assessm ent re su lts m ee t d iagnostic crite ria .
○ Recen t
○ Provides identifying information of evaluator

● Accommodation recommendations must provide a rationale

Documentation Requirements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Licensed evaluator credentials are consistent with expertise in the disability for which they provide documentation and/or eligibility classification under the IDEA/Section 504.
attests to the presence of a disabling condition defined by ADA
Evals
demonstrates substantial limitations impacting performance in the academic environment when compared to most people in the general population.
States how the assessment results meet diagnostic criteria. 
adequate representation of the student’s current functional abilities. 
Recent - More guidance available by disorder type, i.e., LD should be <3 years:  Dates of evaluations must be included.
Identifying information includes the names, signatures, titles, identifying credentials (e.g., license numbers), and contact information of evaluating professionals.
Any accommodation recommendations made must be supported by a rationale that explains the necessity based on the student’s measured impairments and current substantial limitations.

Karin

https://www.usg.edu/academic_affairs_handbook/section3/handbook/appendicesDH/#LD


1. Registe r for se rvices a t the  postsecondary 
institu tion

2. Provide  up-to-da te  docum enta tion  or 
request necessary eva lua tion

3. Outline  the  courses for which  
accom m odations will be  requ ired .

4. Clarify the  accom m odations requested .
5. Mee t with  instructors to  review 

accom m odations.
6. Main ta in  records of accom m odations

GSU and GS Processes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Register for services at the postsecondary institution
Provide up-to-date documentation or request necessary evaluation
Outline the courses for which accommodations will be required.
Clarify the accommodations requested.
Meet with instructors to review accommodations.
Maintain records of accommodations



Sample Documents



Types of Accommodations 
Available

● Assistive Technology
● Captioning 
● Interpreting for class
● Captioning/Interpreting 

for campus events

● Note Taking
● Accommodated testing 

in center
● Assistance with Title IX
● Housing and parking 

accommodations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not exhaustive but a few examples
Captioning 
Interpreting for class
Captioning/Interpreting for campus events
Accommodated testing in center
Assistance with Title IX (includes pregnancy)
Housing and parking accommodations



Preliminary Results of Study on 
GS College Students with 

Disabilities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Transition slide - Day



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Karin - 137 responses (~11% response rate)











Recommendations during High 
School

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Karin



1. Ensure  3-year eva lua tions (psych , speech , e tc.) < 3 
years old and save all documents.

2. Understand/Explain difference between postsecondary 
programs

3. Explore postsecondary transition summer programs
a. Beacon College
b. Landmark College

Recommendations - Junior Year

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Karin
Hyper link their website.
(Family Support and Champions for Kids funds will cover tuition/travel).

https://www.beaconcollege.edu/admissions/college-readiness-programs/
https://www.landmark.edu/summer


1. Align  interests/strengths
2. Determine desirable attributes (i.e., small class sizes, 

transportation needs, etc.). 
3. Apply for Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) and FAFSA (on 

10/1 for 23 -24 AY).
a. VR will assess cognitive ability - save assessment.

4. Apply to several institutions that offer selected 
concentrations/majors and desirable attributes.

Recommendations - Fall of the 
Senior Year

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Karin - 
Align interests/strengths to postsecondary concentrations/degree major(s).
Determine desirable postsecondary attributes (i.e., small class sizes, transportation needs, etc.). 
Apply for Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) and FAFSA (on 10/1 for 23-24 AY).
VR will assess cognitive ability to be successful in chosen postsecondary interest - save assessment.
Apply to several postsecondary institutions that offer selected concentrations/majors and desirable attributes.



1. ALL needed 
accommodations on 
Summary of Performance 
(SOP).

2. Save documents
3. Request official 

transcripts

Recommendations - Spring of 
Senior Year

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Karin
At last IEP meeting, all needed accommodations are on Summary of Performance (SOP).
Save high school unofficial transcripts, last transition IEP, 3-year evals., and SOP.
Request official transcripts as needed



After Admission Advice for Families
1. Discuss plans for managing post -secondary 

requirements.
2. Remind students to self-identify .
3. Identify accommodations needed and be able to support 

with documentation.
4. Seek out and request other services for marginalized 

students 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Day–edit and present
Discuss how you work together to manage student information. If you decide parents want access
Discuss plans for managing post-secondary processes/document requirements.
Ask student to sign FERPA waiver 
Students must self-identify at the postsecondary disability services office. Parents can attend meeting. 
Before meeting with disability services, know exact accommodations needed and be able to support with documentation (IEP, Evals, SOP).
Seek out and request other services for marginalized students (i.e., TRIO, Student Support Services).



● Show empathy, patience, and understanding 
● Encourage  

a . Students to  le t parents guide them through this transition 
b. Application for accommodations even if decide not to use

i. Accommodations are NOT retroactive - do not wait to 
fail

c. Persistence 
d. Start application process early 

● Guidance counselors should include parents in ALL
communications

Application and Take -aways

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Karin - edit and present
.

Show empathy, patience, and understanding 
Encourage 
students to pursue their dreams and be independent, but to let parents guide them through this transition
apply for even if you decide not to use them. No one will know.  
persistence - the hard work and overwhelming paperwork will pay off
starting application process early 
SPED directors - ask guidance counselors to include parents in ALL communications with seniors.




● Secondary fact sheets 
a . IPSE program s
b. VR se rvices

● Fact shee ts 
a . Fam ily Support Funds (curren tly $2k a  year un til 18 yo) 
b . Katie  Becke tt Deem ing Waive r and  Cham pions for Kids 

funding (curren tly $3k a  year un til 26 yo).

● Checklists 

Application and Take -aways 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Karin
Create/obtain/disseminate fact sheets for families/transition teachers
IPSE programs
VR services
Create fact sheets for families/all SPED teachers to provide at IEP meetings
Family Support Funds (currently $2k a year until 18 yo) 
Katie Beckett Deeming Waiver and Champions for Kids funding (currently $3k a year until 26 yo).
Create checklists for parents/students/transition teachers 




GS and GSU Resources
https://students.georgiasouthern.edu/sarc/resources/new
-students/
https://students.georgiasouthern.edu/sarc/resources/facul
ty/
https://students.georgiasouthern.edu/sarc/community -
resources/ -
https://access.gsu.edu
https://mediaspace.gsu.edu/media/Student+AIM+TutorialA+How+to+R
equest+Faculty+Notification+Letters/1_1wnwswqf

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are few links to various resources that might helpful as you navigate or support others in navigating this transition.

https://students.georgiasouthern.edu/sarc/resources/new-students/
https://students.georgiasouthern.edu/sarc/resources/faculty/
https://students.georgiasouthern.edu/sarc/community-resources/
https://access.gsu.edu
https://mediaspace.gsu.edu/media/Student+AIM+TutorialA+How+to+Request+Faculty+Notification+Letters/1_1wnwswqf


Final Reflections
● Develop a plan that answers the question: “What does 

support look like for you?”
● Access the resources that are available 
● Remain as organized and proactive as possible
● Create realistic timelines 
● Share your experiences

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Day - Questions about what we covered…..
Develop a plan that answers the question: “What does support look like for you?”
Access the resources that are available (ask for resources that are not)
Remain as organized and proactive as possible
Create realistic timelines 
Share your experiences



SAP Public Comment Request
Make your voices heard. Share your public comment with 
the State Advisory Panel for Special Education.

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/State-Advisory-

Panel-(SAP).aspx

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gadoe.org%2FCurriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment%2FSpecial-Education-Services%2FPages%2FState-Advisory-Panel-(SAP).aspx&data=05%7C01%7Cdspatterson%40gsu.edu%7C5d422fc3e7514c11ebda08da85f4aad6%7C515ad73d8d5e4169895c9789dc742a70%7C0%7C0%7C637969583131480198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bupYtwSfM92EzPKIRBXnePTrc3e5pWqSYJuLkH0RucY%3D&reserved=0
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