Student Learning--Possible Item for parent packet

Learning at Home

“Your children will become what you are; so be what you want them to be.” 
- David Bly
A parent is a child's first and the most important teacher.  Parents are role models and guides and the primary influence in their child’s life. 

Parents can fulfill the responsibility of staying involved with their children through school involvement, family and community activities.   Every family has the potential to support and improve the academic achievement of its children.  With necessary supports, parents and families can establish positive home learning environments, maintaining consistent two-way communication between the home and school and volunteer as participants in school governance, and as advocates.

What schools can do

· Offer parent training and workshops on curriculum related topics and tips on how to help their children learn at home

· Provide a recourse or library center where parents can borrow homework kits and other educational materials

· Offer school activities such as homework night where parents can get more information and training on how to help their children with their homework

· Provide weekly reports to parents highlighting areas where their child needs more assistance.

· Offer classes that will teach parents how to interpret test, assessment scores and evaluations.

· Provide adult reading classes for non-reading parents

· Send homework information in the language of the parents

What parents can do

The following activities can get you started in creating and maintain a learning environment at home for your child:

· Read to or with your child everyday

· Encourage independent reading every day

· Checking homework every night 

· Discussing your children's progress with teachers 

· Make frequent visits to the library

· Helping your school to set challenging academic standards 

· Limiting TV viewing on school nights 

· Becoming an advocate for better education in your community and state. 

Some parents and families are able to be involved in their child's education in many ways. Others may only have time for one or two activities. Whatever your level of involvement, do it consistently and stick with it because you will make an important difference in your child's life.

· Provide your children with adequate appropriate reading and writing materials.

· Take an interest in your children's schoolwork and activities. Talk about what they are learning, look at papers brought home from school, and help with and/or review homework assignments.

· Designate a workplace for your children, and identify a specific time each day when homework will be completed.

· Communicate with your child's teachers - through notes, phone calls, and visits. Be aware of your children's strengths and weaknesses and ask what role you can play to help your children reach their potential.

· Play games that help your children read and practice basic math facts and computations.

· Visit locations such as parks, museums, zoos, colleges and universities, and local landmarks with your children. Provide exposure to activities and experiences to broaden their understanding of the work around them.

· Make learning relevant. Ask your children to do things - such as count money, write grocery lists, calculate costs, read menus, read the newspaper, write letters - that require them to use the information they are learning in school.

· Talk to and listen to your children every day. 

