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2013 Georgia Parent Mentor Partnership Annual Kickoff Conference

Presented by the Georgia Department of Education, Division for Special Education Services and Supports

September 11 – 13, 2013    ---    The Classic Center, 300 North Thomas Street, Athens, Georgia
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On Your Mark.  Get Set.  GO! 
	agenda at a glance

	Time
	
	location/room

	PRE-CONFERENCE SESSIONS & MEETINGS - - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2013

	11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
	 Setting the Pace to Graduate
Pacing yourself in a race is important in order to finish.  The same applies for students with disabilities and their families as they prepare to graduate.  How can schools keep a pulse on students with disabilities and those at risk so that they don’t fall through the cracks and drop out?  What supports are needed to do this?  How do we scaffold communication to those students and their families to make each student College and Career Ready? You will hear information on graduation that will answer those questions plus easy to implement activities that you can bring back to your district.
Presenters:    Laura Brown,PhD., Director of College and Career Readiness, SPDG; Debbie Currere, Parent Support Specialist, SPDG and April Lee, Parent Mentor, Wayne County Schools 

	Athena A
(Lunch included in registration fee for 
pre-session)

	11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
	Transition is more like a Marathon than a sprint….
Athletes competing in marathons train and build the endurance to complete those 26 miles. Athletes competing in triathlons train to do the same but they also practice transition, moving from one activity to the next.  To be successful these athletes must have their gear and equipment in place in the transition zone in order to move successfully to the next stage of the race.  Like these athletes, our students with disabilities and their families need the right gear in place to transition from school to adult life.  Session presenters will cover not the components of a compliant transition plan as well as some of the tools and equipment needed for a quality driven and successful transition including  easy to implement activities that will help students and families Get Set for transition.
Presenters:    Lu Nations-Miller, GaDOE; Carol Smith, Parent Mentor, Candler County Schools; Jackie McNair, Parent Mentor, Gwinnett County Schools and Cyndi White, Parent Mentor, Barrow County Schools
	Athena B
(Lunch included in registration fee for
 pre-session)

	11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
	Administrator’s Pre-Session – Connecting the Dots to Data
With so many initiatives and goals that need your attention and focus, how do you get the most out of the work your  parent mentor is doing and reporting?  How does the GaPMP Accountability Plan/Report fit into what already needs to be done? This session will bring some insight on how to be On your Mark to start the new school year that will have you Getting Set to support and give feedback to your mentor so you can GO forward with great projects that engage families and improve results for your students.  
Presenter:    Lynne Williams, GaDOE /SPDG Consultant
	Athena C
(Lunch included in registration fee for 
pre-session)

	8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
	Georgia Learning Resource System Meeting --  GLRS 
 Closed meeting 

	Olympia 1 & 2

	7:45a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
	Special Education Leadership Academy -- SELDA

Closed Meeting 


	Parthenon 1 & 2

	CONFERENCE - - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2013 - - Day One

	1:30 – 3:00 p.m.
	Conference REGISTRATION
	Conference Ctr Lobby

	2:45 p.m.

3:00 p.m. – 5p.m.


	Conference Seating Opens

Conference Welcome & Keynote

   Welcome:   Debbie Gay, State Special Education Director

   Conference Keynote:  W.E.A.P.O.N.S. of Mass Construction: Keys to unlocking the potential of Students with Disabilities  - Jemellah Coes – Teacher of the Year


	Athena F-J



	4:45 – 6:00 p.m.
	Conference REGISTRATION

	Conference Ctr Lobby

	5:45 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
	Casual BBQ Dinner – Enjoy a relaxing  and delicious dinner


	Atrium

	7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
	MAPS facilitation - Optional group activity
Facilitator – Stacey Ramirez, Director of Individual and Family Supports and Debbie Currere, Parent Support Specialist, SPDG

Everyone Welcome!


	Firehall

	CONFERENCE - - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2013 - - Day Two

	7:00 – 8:30 a.m.
	Conference REGISTRATION
	Conference Ctr Lobby

	7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
	Breakfast Buffet 
	Athena F-J

	7:30 – 12:15 p.m.
	SELDA MEETING Cont’d
	Parthenon 1 & 2

	8:30 – 9:30 a.m.
	Conference KEYNOTE –
David Harrell – “A little potato and hard to peel”

	Athena F-J

	9:45 – 10:45 a.m.
	 Breakout Sessions – Round 1
1- If You Build It, They Will Learn – Cynde Snider, Professional Learning Specialist, GaDOE 
2- Person Center Planning & ASPIRE – Elise James, Program Specialist, GaDOE and Stacey Ramirez, CLD, Director of Individual and Family Supports
3- The Black Tie Tigers Club – Carol Smith, Parent Mentor, Candler County Schools
4- When a Band-Aid Isn’t Enough: Responding to Youth in Crisis – Cheryl Benefield, Parent Mentor, Haralson County Schools

	1 – Athena A
2 – Athena B
3 – Athena C
4 – Athena D


	11:00 a.m. – 12Noon
	Breakout Sessions – Round 2 

1- Collaborative Communities – Facilitating Critical Conversations – Kimberly Simmons, Education Program Specialist, GaDOE
2- A Parent’s Guide to IEPs: Who Knew? – Margo Habiger, Program Specialist,  GaDOE
3- Plan, Lead, Succeed – Steps for Youth-led Community Summit – April Lee, Parent Mentor, Wayne County Schools
4- Let’s DO It Together – Increasing Parental Involvement and Collaboration – Dr. Audrey Armistand, Associate Superintendent of Schools, DJJ;  Dr. Kimberly Gore, Director of Instructional Programs, DJJ; and April Smith, Parent Mentor, DJJ

	1 –  Athena A
2 –  Athena B
3 –  Athena C
4 – Athena D


	12:15 – 1:30 p.m.
	Lunch & Learn Keynote
Connecting the Dots of Family, School and Community 

Through Special Olympics Georgia – Georgia Milton-Sheats, CEO, SOGA


	Athena F-J

	1:45 – 2:45 p.m.
	Breakout Session – Round 3 
1- If You Build It, They Will Learn – Cynde Snider, Professional Learning Specialist – (repeated from Round 1)
2- ENCORE: Planning the Road Trip of a Lifetime! – Sonya Dotson-Powell, Gwinnett County Parent Mentor and Tatum Young
3- Transition Learning Group for Life After High School – Jackie McNair, Parent Mentor, Gwinnett County Schools and Cyndi White, Parent Mentor, Barrow County Schools
4- How to Work Effectively with Families of Your Students with Special Needs – Gail McGhee, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychiatry, Emory University School of Medicine

	1 – Athena A
2 – Athena B
3 – Athena C
4 – Athena D


	3:00– 4:00 p.m.
	 Breakout Sessions – Round 4

1- Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports for All Students – Shannon Hammond, Director of Federal Programs, Oconee Cty Schools 
2- A Parent’s Guide to IEPs: Who Knew? – Margo Habiger, Program Specialist, GaDOE (repeat from Round 2)
3- Building Parent Capacity: Increasing Student Achievement through Family Engagement – Michelle Sandrock, Parent Engagement Program Manager, GaDOE and Nate Shult, Parent Engagement Specialist, GaDOE
4- When a Band-Aid Isn’t Enough: Responding to Youth in Crisis – Cheryl Benefield, Parent Mentor, Haralson County Schools         ( repeat from Round 1)


	1 – Athena A
2 – Athena B
3 – Athena C
4 – Athena D


	6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
	12th Annual Dinner Celebration &
8th Annual Phil Pickens Leadership Awards

	Athena F-J

	CONFERENCE - - FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2013 - - Day Three

	7:30 – 8:45a.m.
	Breakfast Buffet –

                       Administrator’s Breakfast & 
                       Parent Mentor’s Breakfast


	Olympia 1&2 

Parthenon 1&2

	9:00 – 10:00 a.m.


	Breakout Sessions – Round 5
Working Sessions based on Indicator
1 Indicator # 1&2          Graduation 

2 Indicator # 13 & 14    Transition

3 Indicator # 8                Parent Satisfaction
4 Other Indicators         seated by tables

	Athena A&B

Athena C&D

Athena E

Athena E

	10:15 – 11 a.m.
	Get Set for Parent Satisfaction Panel

Panelists:             JoEllen Hancock, Parent Mentor, Cherokee Cty Schools

                              Amanda Locke, Parent Mentor, Evans Cty Schools
                              Pam Moore, Parent Mentor, Madison Cty Schools

                              Shanitha Jones, Parent Mentor, Marion Cty Schools


	Athena F-J

	11 – 11:50 a.m. 
	Closing Keynote: “You Don’t Know Unless You Try”
Mike Fredenburg, Teacher of Students with Autism,

former UGA Football Player

	Athena F-J

	11:50 a.m. – Noon
	Closing Remarks and Raffles

	

	NOON
	CONFERENCE ADJOURNS – Have a Safe Journey Home!
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