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“Together We Can!”

Parent Mentor Tips to help with Parent Surveys
Use phone trees, email or school system call out message to remind parents about survey deadline.

Give the top class (those that have the highest number of responses turned in) a party.  (ask PTA to help with their connections/partners –maybe pizza can be donated for a pizza party, ice cream party etc)
Complete surveys during IEP meetings (since some of the information is about teachers specifically, it might be advisable to give the parents some time to complete the survey confidentially and return in a sealed envelope).

Communication needs to be done in a way that can be heard by families and invites them to respond.  This applies in communities that are bilingual or where computers are not prevalent. 

Send home information about the survey prior to sending them out. Explain why it is important for the parents to fill out the survey and what the information will be used for.  Just because it is obvious to you, doesn’t mean it is clear to the parents. 

Make the principal your partner. Get together with the principal and communicate your plans for executing parent involvement in the survey. Then, check in during the process.
Invite parent leaders in your school to act as partners in the planning process then work with them accordingly. 

If you are asking families to come in to school to fill out surveys, provide childcare.  (maybe a game night, etc. have surveys available for filling out).

Have a parent leader? Ask them to assist with getting surveys completed. Brainstorm ways to accomplish goal.

Survey safari!  Have a party, feed families and provide fun activities for kids so parents can concentrate.

Hand out surveys at parent/ teacher conferences. 

Speak at principal or staff meetings to explain the importance of the survey and enlist their help. 

Give homework passes to students for bringing in sealed surveys.
Give deadline for return to get the passes (short turn around)

Give ice cream pass to students for bringing in sealed surveys.

Give deadline for return to get the passes (short turn around)

Each student that returns a sealed survey gets entered into a drawing for a prize (use your PTA to help get a prize (gift cards, free dinners, etc) {this could be in addition to the passes listed above}

Middle/High schools could enter students that return sealed surveys into a drawing for an “All Access Pass” that allows the student free entrance into all home games for sports for a certain period of time.  (details can be worked out with the Principal…might be all home football games, or home basketball games, etc)

Offer a breakfast with a speaker (maybe relate it to test taking tips, managing stress, etc) and have parents fill out surveys then.
Have school offer extended hours for the library for parents to come in and read with their children or take AR tests.  Have the surveys available to the families that will be surveyed or computer available for on line submissions.  (some schools already offer extended library hours---partner with this effort)

One school district’s Director of Special Education offered to each school surveyed a Starbuck’s gift card to the case holder with the highest rate of return.  

Surveyed schools administration could offer incentives to their case holders for surveys returned such as mentioned above.
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